BRITISH EMPIRE IN  INDIA.
derived from himself.    The vacant throne was with-     CHAP.
XXVII
out a claimant, and the power which had occupied      ___'
the country was called upon to provide in some
manner for the administration of the government.
A stranger might have been placed on the musnud;
but there was no reason for the exercise of such
self-denial * on the part of the British government,
more especially as the people manifested a strong
desire to become British subjects. The existence of
such a desire removed every pretence for hesitation,
since it was indisputable that the change which they
wished was for their own advantage, and that no
rightful claim stood in the way of its accomplish-
ment.
The administration of Lord William Bentinck
was not fertile in great or interesting events. Those
occurrences which have been selected for relation
will not bear comparison, in point of importance,
with the events of previous years; and for posterity,
the period during which Lord William Bentinck
held the chief place in the Indian government will
have few attractions. Nothing which it is consistent
with the character of history to notice remains for
report or observation, but the diplomatic arrange-
ments concluded under his lordship's rule, and the
internal changes effected by him. The former were
neither numerous nor important. The treaty ren-
dered necessary by the refractory conduct of the
Rajah of Colapore received its ratification from
Lord William Bentinck. In Scinde a treaty was
concluded with the Rajah of Khypoor, by Colonel